
HASTINGS HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION  
  

Agenda for Meeting of May 21, 2024  
Regular business at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall in the Volunteer Room 

 
 

I. Call to Order and Quorum  
 

II. Minutes:  
A. April 16, 2024 

 
III. Certificate of Approval Review  

A. 222 7th Street W – Replace fence and garage door trim  
B. 615 3rd Street W – New handrail on sidewalk step  
C. 218 2nd Street E – Replace a window with a door 
D. 307 6th Street E – New porch posts, new fence, new rear porch, rear windows 

 
IV. OHDS – Original Hastings Design Standards Review  

 
V. Business and Information  

A. City Hall Project Update 
 

VI. Adjourn  
  

  
  

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on June 18, 2024 at Hastings City Hall 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



 

 

HASTINGS HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of April 16, 2024 
 

Held at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall, Volunteer Room 
 

I. Call to Order and Quorum Youngren, Alitz Edell, Bremer, Simacek, Toppin, and 
Peterson. 
Absent: Smith, Borchardt, and McCoy 
Staff: Fortney 
 

II. Chair Pro Tempore 
A. Elect Chair Pro Tempore  

 
Motion by Commissioner Simacek to nominate Commissioner Youngren as the 
Chair Pro Tempore for the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Alitz Edell. 
Approved 7-0 

 
III. Minutes:  

A. March 19, 2024 Approved by Chair Toppin 
 
IV. Certificate of Approval Review  

A. 215 7th Street W – New Fence 
Fortney presented the staff report. He explained that the Design Guidelines state in a 
couple different ways that privacy fencing is not appropriate for enclosing the front yards 
of locally designated Heritage Preservation Sites.  

Dayna Nosan, applicant, explained they want a privacy fence to calm their large dog and 
provide him maximum space because their large rear garage and driveway take up their 
rear yard. They also want to block the view of their neighbor’s constant construction 

project and enclose their basement windows with fencing.  

 
Rita Dahl of 205 7th Street West said several neighbors have semi-transparent fencing for 
containing their dogs and she is concerned with the look of a full 6-foot tall privacy fence 
along the front of historic homes. 
 
Commissioner Bremer asked other Commissioners if they thought the Design Guidelines 
would be met with a shorter fence or one that was not fully opaque within the front half of 
the side yard. Commissioner Youngren said the Commission should be concerned with 
consistency of past decisions and setting a precedence for future requests.   
 

Motion by Commissioner Simacek to approve the request with the following 
condition, seconded by Commissioner Alitz Edell. Approved 7-0 

- The portion of the fence within the front half of the side yard is limited to 42-inches 
tall and must be semi-transparent. 

B. 205 7th Street W – House and Garage Shingles and Gutters 



 

 

Fortney presented the staff report. He explained that staff routinely approves roofing 
permit requests for replacement of like for like materials. He added that the commission 
must review roofing that is an alternate material.  
 
Commissioner Simacek asked where the downspouts are located and why it looks like the 
gutters extend under the eaves. Rita Dahl, applicant, responded that she uses cup chains 
instead of downspouts and she wasn’t sure why the gutters run all around the roof. She 

added they are more of a modern design, and she would like to use half-round gutters to 
match the home, but only where they are necessary. Approved 6-0 
 

Motion by Commissioner Alitz Edell to approve the request as presented, seconded 
by Commissioner Peterson. Approved 7-0 

 

C. 109 6th Street E – Front Door (Committee approved)  
Fortney explained that a committee was formed to provide immediate review of a door 
replacement. This was because of several unique and unfortunate circumstances. Most 
importantly the door was not in proper operation and could not lock. There was another 
door replaced and two windows prior to notification of Planning Department staff. Fortney 
showed the commission photos of those changes and commented that they would not be 
appropriate for contributing houses but added that the subject house is noncontributing 
and has a different standard of appropriateness. Fortney said staff is only updating the 
HPC and not suggesting the HPC provide approval for work that has been completed. He 
added that prior to closing out the permit as complete, he wanted to inform the HPC and 
document the issue.  

 
V. OHDS – Original Hastings Design Standards Review  
VI. Business and Information    

A. Preservation Awards Committee 
The Preservation Awards Committee showed the Commission properties in the running 
for awards and the Commission chose ones that exemplified the purpose of the 
categories: 523 Ramsey St, 605 11th St W, 535 5th Street W, and 200 2nd Street W. 
Fortney said awards are scheduled to be presented at the May 20, 2024 City Council 
Meeting and will include the century home plaque award.  

 
VII. Adjourn  
 

Motion by Commissioner Peterson to adjourn at 9:00 pm, seconded by 
Commissioner Alitz Edell. Approved 7-0  

 
Respectfully Submitted - Justin Fortney 



CERTIFICATE APPLICATION       May 2024 
 
222 7th Street W.  Elisabeth deRoy– replace fence and garage trim 
 
Ca. 1920-25, Old Hasting Historic District- Contributing 
 
Request: 
The applicant is proposing to replace the existing 48” tall wood picket fence with the 
same. The pickets will be pyramidal rather than flat.  
 
The applicant is also proposing to replace deteriorated garage door wood trim with 
similar PVC trim.  
 
Ordinance, Guidelines 
Residential Guideline  11: Fences and Walls 
2. New Fences 
New fences should be compatible with the architectural character, materials, and scale of 
the principal building and surrounding streetscape. Fences enclosing the front yard should 
be semi-transparent. Appropriate materials include wrought iron and painted wooden 
pickets. In general, complete enclosure by opaque fences is not appropriate. 
3. Fences that allow some visual penetration of front yard space are preferable to 
complete enclosure. Chain link fences should not be used to enclose front yards or the 
front half of side yards. 
Residential Guideline  6: Decorative Trim 
3. Repair and Replacement New material used to repair or replace deteriorated trim or 
other features should match the original as closely as possible. Deteriorated trim that is 
unsalvageable should be replaced with trim identical or similar to the original design. 
 
 
Staff Findings 
The homeowner hired a contractor to replace the fence with the same type, material, and 
location. The contractor told homeowner they had a permit, which they did not have. The 
old fence had been removed, and the new fence posts were being set when the work was 
stopped. The applicant has hired a new fence contractor that has applied for a permit 
pending HPC approval.  
 
The proposed fence is an appropriate style, material, and location. 
 
The existing trim to be replaced is not historic, damaged, and not visible from the street. 
The proposed trim is a different material but has a similar design.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

File photo. 
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Fence plan 
 
 
 
 
 



 
CERTIFICATE APPLICATION 
 
615 3rd Street West.  Brian and Kathy Siemens – Sidewalk handrail. 
 
Ca. 1890, Individually Designated   
 
Request: 
The applicant is proposing to install a simple pipe handrail on four steps along their 
sidewalk leading to the public sidewalk along the street.  
 
Ordinance, Guidelines 
Design Guidelines  
Residential Guidelines. None are applicable. 

 
 
Staff findings: 
There are no Design Guidelines specific to handrails along sidewalks. There are many 
examples of them in Hastings. They are mostly black iron piping with slightly different 
hardware and details. They are similar to black iron fencing along streets (Guideline 12: 
#4 pg32) or black iron hitching posts that can still be found around town.  
 
The proposal is simple and similar to existing handrails in similar areas.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 



   Examples from 2nd St W 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proposed style 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CERTIFICATE APPLICATION  
2-2022 
 
218 2nd Street E.  Convert a window opening into an emergency exit. – Rivertown 
Realty LLC 
 
 
Ca. 1880, East Second Street Historic District – Contributing  
 
Request: A plain steel door is proposed to be installed in the location of an existing 
window. The opening will likely be a little wider.  
 
The proposed remodeling of the commercial space involves the creation of a separate 
commercial space in the rear of the building. This requires the front space to have either a 
secondary rear exit (proposed) or relocation of the furnace and alarm panel further from the 
rear of the front commercial space.   
 
 
Design Guidelines (Page 37) Windows 
6. Windows 
Conserve the original appearance of historic windows. Windows should not be filled in with wood, 
brick, or any other material. 
Size and Shape 
Existing window openings should be retained. Window openings should not be enlarged or reduced 
to fit new units. 
 
7. Entries and Storefronts (Page 38) 
a. Size and Shape 
All historic entry and storefront components should be retained. Entry openings should not 
be enlarged or reduced to fit a new door. New entry openings should not be introduced into 
principal elevations. Any new entry openings and doors should be compatible with existing 
historic units. 
 
Staff findings: 
The Design Guidelines state that new entry openings should not be introduced to principal 
elevations. There isn’t a definition of principle elevation in the Design Guidelines, but the 

word principal has historically been singular. This is a visible elevation facing Ramsey 
Street, but not directly fronting it, and it is not more prominent than the front of the 
building.    
 
The Design Guidelines state that historic windows should be maintained, not enlarged, or 
filled in. This building addition (or at least this portion of the wall) seems to have come 
after the 1924 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map publication. While it could still be considered 
historic, it is not nearly as old as the original building. The actual date of construction is 
unknown.  
 
The proposal is at odds with several Design Guidelines if the window and wall had 
historical integrity. They may have historical integrity if they were constructed soon after 
1924.   
 
 



 
Proposed floorplan  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

220 & 222 were demolished and are now Oliver’s Grove 

Park and parking lot 
 
 
 
 
 
 Subject window 
 
 Yellow with grey boarder means: Frame building, metal clad 

 Pink with a small circle in the corner means: Brick building 
with a brick or metal cornice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 
 
 
 
 

Proposed steel door 
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�D�W�W�K�H�V�H�F�R�Q�G�I�O�R�R�U�Z�L�Q�G�R�Z���)�R�O�N�9�L�F�W�R�U�L�D�Q�V�Z�H�U�H�N�Q�R�Z�Q�I�R�U�W�K�H�V�L�P�S�O�H�V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H�V
�R�I�W�K�H�K�R�P�H�V�D�Q�G�W�K�H�L�U�V�P�D�O�O���R�U�Q�D�W�H���G�H�F�R�U�D�W�L�Y�H�W�R�X�F�K�H�V�R�Q�W�K�H�S�R�U�F�K�H�V�D�Q�G
�J�D�E�O�H�V���: �H�Z�R�X�O�G�O�L�N�H�W�R�L�Q�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�H�W�K�H�V�H�D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H�O�\ �D�Q�G�S�D�L�Q�W�W�K�H�P �W�K�H
�D�F�F�H�Q�W�F�R�O�R�U�R�I�E�X�U�J�X�Q�G�\��

���� �5�H�S�O�D�F�H�F�K�D�L�Q�O�L�Q�N�I�H�Q�F�H��
�D�� �: �H�Z�R�X�O�G�O�L�N�H�W�R�U�H�S�O�D�F�H�W�K�H�G�D�P�D�J�H�G�F�K�D�L�Q�O�L�Q�N�I�H�Q�F�H�Z�L�W�K�D���I�W�Z�R�R�G�H�Q�S�L�F�N�H�W

�I�H�Q�F�H�L�Q�W�K�H�V�D�P�H�I�R�R�W�S�U�L�Q�W���: �H�Z�R�X�O�G�O�L�N�H�W�R�S�D�L�Q�W�L�W�W�K�H�V�D�P�H�F�R�O�R�U�F�U�H�D�P �O�L�V�W�H�G
�L�Q�W�K�H�D�W�W�D�F�K�P�H�Q�W���: �H�K�D�Y�H�D�G�R�J�D�Q�G�L�W�Z�L�O�O�K�H�O�S�W�R�N�H�H�S�K�H�U�V�D�I�H�O�\ �F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G�D�V
�Z�H�O�O�D�V�D�G�G�V�R�P�H�S�U�L�Y�D�F�\��



���� �5�H�S�D�L�U�Z�R�R�G�V�L�G�L�Q�J �D�Q�G�Z�L�Q�G�R�Z �V�L�O�O�V��
�3�O�H�D�V�H�V�H�H�T�X�R�W�H�I�R�U�G�H�W�D�L�O�V���3�O�H�D�V�H�Q�R�W�H�W�K�D�W�W�K�H�F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�R�U�P�L�V�W�\�S�H�G�W�K�H�D�G�G�U�H�V�V�R�I�W�K�H�K�R�P�H��
�+�H�L�V�Q�R�Z �D�Z�D�U�H�R�I�W�K�H�F�R�U�U�H�F�W�D�G�G�U�H�V�V��

���� �3�D�L�Q�W�Z�R�R�G�V�L�G�L�Q�J��

�0�D�L�Q
�6�K�H�U�Z�L�Q�: �L�O�O�L�D�P�V�0�D�M�R�O�L�F�D�* �U�H�H�Q
�+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�&�R�O�R�U�V�&�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q

�7�U�L�P
�%�H�Q�M�D�P�L�Q�0�R�R�U�H�/�L�Q�H�Q�: �K�L�W�H
�&�O�D�V�V�L�F�&�R�O�R�U�V�/�L�Q�H

�$�F�F�H�Q�W
�%�H�Q�M�D�P�L�Q�0�R�R�U�H�&�R�W�W�D�J�H�5�H�G
�+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�&�R�O�R�U�V�/�L�Q�H






	HPC AGENDA 05-21-2024
	The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held on June 18, 2024 at Hastings City Hall

	HPC Minutes April 16, 2024
	222 7th st - Fence and trim 5-2024
	615 3rd St W - Handrail
	218 Ramsey - New east exit 5-2024
	307 6th st e porch and fence

